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GSL’S REPORT
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and hopefully
we can get back to Scouting next year.
Reg

CHAIR’S REPORT

First off I hope you are all well and keeping safe in these difficult and unprecedented times.
Normally at this time of the year we would be reflecting on the success of our November Fayre
and reading glowing reports on how our Beaver, Cub and Scout sections are doing. But as you
know, due to COVID-19, we have not been able to meet since March. Hopefully with news of
impending vaccines and following the safety measures that are becoming our new normal, we
may see some improvement and hopefully getting back to having meetings will soon be a real
possibility.
During the Lockdown the Executive Committee has continued to have regular meetings via
Zoom. The Hall has been mothballed. However, essential safety measures and checks have
been kept up to date so we will be ready when we can get back to face to face meetings.
The Group’s Annual General Meeting which we would normally hold in June was, as you
know, postponed. However, thanks to the magic of Zoom we were able to hold a very different
format AGM in September. The current committee, who were all willing to stand again, were
re-elected and I would like to thank them all for their continued and unfaltering support.
Although we were able to hold the well-publicised meeting the actual attendance to the Zoom
call was, well, very disappointing. Obviously we chose a date when everyone was otherwise
busy.
Remembrance Sunday, another event that we normally attend, was also cancelled due to the
current situation. However, everyone did have the opportunity to show their support by taking
part in the “In Uniform Two Minutes Doorstep Silence.”
Usually on this day there is also a service at Polyapes in the afternoon. This also was cancelled.
However, Reg had, as he has for many years, ordered the Group wreath.
Following our own Two Minutes Doorstep Silence’s, Reg, Tina, Viv and I went to Polyapes.
Following strict guidelines I had the honour of laying the 1st Tolworth wreath at the Memorial.
A real privilege.
On Remembrance Day 11th November, Viv and I went to the Surbiton War Memorial, I had a
cross I wanted to lay. As there was nothing official planned we were pleasantly surprised to
find quite a congregation in attendance including representatives from various military
organisations, our Treasurer Terry and his wife Carol.
There was no service. Just like minded people paying their respects, obviously following safety
guidelines.
On the 1st November Viv and I had the occasion to visit St. Matthew’s Church “A Thanksgiving
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Service To Remember Loved Ones.” Following safety guidelines I had the opportunity to speak
to Reverend Helen Hancock. She wished us well and asked me to pass on her regards to all the
1st Tolworth Scout Family.
On a sad note, I was informed that Steve Scott died on 11th November, following a short battle
with cancer. Steve was a long-time supporter of 1st Tolworth as a member of one of the Trivial
Pursuit teams. Our condolences go to Steve’s family and friends.
That’s about all from me for this year.
However, I thought you might like a quick quiz although I didn’t fancy a Christmas one. So
if you would like to have a go please see the following:

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR ANIMALS
1.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR ANTS

2.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR OWLS

3.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR WOLVES

4.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR LOCUSTS

5.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR MONKEYS

6.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR LIONS

7.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR SARDINES

8.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR ELEPHANTS

9.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR MICE

10.

COLLECTIVE NAME FOR VIPERS

What links the above answers for 1, 3 and 5?
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UNDERGROUND STATION NAMES.

Solve the Cryptic Clue.

1.

YOU MAY FIND YOUR IDEAL HOME HERE

2.

BONAPARTE MET HIS MATCH HERE

3.

FAMOUS UNIVERSITY TOWN MAY PERFORM IN A BIG TOP

4.

A BUILDING DEDICATED TO RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES OR WORSHIP

5.

THIS TREE HAD BEEN SET ON FIRE

6.

YOU PROBABLEY KEEP YOUR MONEY IN ONE

7.

OLD MARKET WHERE YOU COULD BUY YOUR FRUIT AND VEG

8.

DOVER CLIFF MATERIAL WHERE YOU MAY FIND CROPS OR ANIMALS

9.

YOU MAY FIND A VISITOR FROM PERU AT THIS STATION

10.

HEAD OF THE ROOST LOOKS AFTER MANY CHILDREN

11.

A GREAT FIRE IS REMEMBERED HERE

12.

A SECRET AGENT COULD LIVE IN THIS ROAD

13.

THE ROBINSON FAMILY MAY HAVE LIVED IN THIS QUAINT HOUSE

14.

A MESSENGER FROM GOD

15.

MRS HUDSON LOOKED AFTER A SPECIAL HOUSE IN THIS ROAD

16.

THESE RELIGIOUS MEN ARE COVERED IN SOOT

17.

DUMBO AND A CHESS PIECE ARE A STRANGE COMBINATION

18.

JEKYLL’S ALTER EGO GOING ROUND THE GARDENS

19.

YOU WILL HAVE TO WAIT A LONG TIME TO GET INTO THIS PARK

20.

A FORMER BOULEVARD
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I will give the answers in a future publication or if you would prefer, you can e-mail your
answers to me chair1sttolworthscouts@btinternet.com and I will let you know how you did.
I would like to take this opportunity to say I hope you all Stay Well, Stay Safe, have the best
Christmas you possibly can and wish you a Happy New Year.
Proud to be 1sT
Martin Smith

THAMES
REPORT
Hello Everyone,
I hope you are all keeping safe and well. I know it has been a long time since we were able to
meet up as a Colony so I have included a few ideas for some fun you can have over the coming
weeks. There are always more ideas for activities on the Scout Association website
https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/ and https://www.scouts.org.uk/beavers/activitybadges/ Remember to let me know if you do anything that counts towards a badge so that we
can present you with any badges you earn once we are back meeting in our Hall.
A fun, easy recipe to do at home is truffles, although make sure you have an adult to help. You
can personalise them with whatever coatings and flavours you like. And they taste great!
I would love to see pictures if anyone decides to make them.
Easy Truffles Recipe
Ingredients
300g good-quality dark chocolate, 70% cocoa solids
300ml double cream
50g unsalted butter
Suggested Coatings
Solid white, milk, or dark chocolate
Sprinkles
Cocoa powder
Desiccated coconut
Crushed candy cane
Suggested Flavourings
Peppermint
Orange
Lemon
Or leave plain
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Method
STEP 1
Chop the chocolate and tip into a large bowl. Put the cream and butter into a saucepan and heat
gently until the butter melts and the cream reaches simmering point. Remove from heat, then
pour over the chocolate. Stir the chocolate and cream together until you have a smooth mixture.
(Divide the mixture between bowls if using more than one flavouring). Mix in flavourings a
teaspoonful at a time, to taste. Cool and chill for at least 4 hours.
STEP 2
To shape the truffles, dip a melon baller or teaspoon in hot water and scoop up balls of the
mixture, then drop the truffles onto greaseproof paper. Or you can wear gloves and roll the
truffles between your palms. You could also use a piping bag to pipe rounds onto baking
parchment.

STEP 3
Coat your truffles immediately after shaping. Tip toppings into a bowl and gently roll the
truffles until evenly coated, then chill on baking parchment. To coat in chocolate, line a baking
tray with baking parchment. Melt 100g milk, dark or white chocolate, for 10 truffles. Allow
chocolate to cool slightly. With a fork or long cocktail stick, pick up one truffle at a time and
hold over the bowl of melted chocolate. Spoon the chocolate over the truffle until well-coated.
Place on the baking tray, then chill.
STEP 4
Keep in the fridge. Will keep in an airtight container in the fridge for three days, or frozen for
up to a month. Defrost in the fridge overnight.

Also, if you fancy some festive colouring this is a great website with lots of free colouring
pages that can be printed out.
http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/holidays

And if anyone is finding they have an excess of loo rolls, there is always some crafty fun to
be had with them. You can make snowmen, reindeer, penguins and more.
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On the next page is a Winter Word Search. Can you find all 25 words?
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I hope everyone has a happy holiday and I look forward to seeing us all return to normal at
some point in 2021, (fingers crossed).
Rachel Ferris
Thames Beaver Scout Colony
Boys and Girls age 5 ¾ - 8
(when open) Fridays 17.45 – 18.45
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EVEREST
REPORT
“A Scout is never taken by surprise. He knows exactly what to do when anything unexpected
happens.” – Robert Baden Powell.
I chose to start with this quote as this year has been a year full of the unexpected, but as I read
it I think of how prepared 1st Tolworth members, from the Beavers to Scouts and Leaders have
been to adapt to Scouting. Times like these show the Scout Motto `Be Prepared` is still relevant
even today. Baden-Powell’s idea was that Scouts should prepare themselves to become
productive citizens and strong Leaders and to bring joy to other people. He wanted each Scout
to be ready in mind and body and to meet with a strong heart, whatever challenges await him.
1st Tolworth members have been busy completing challenges, getting creative and supporting
the local community in these difficult times. I can definitely see some strong Leaders of the
future being shaped. Hmm... Notice how the initials for Be Prepared and Baden-Powell are the
same? That’s no coincidence. It’s just the way Baden-Powell planned it.
It’s been a long time since I had put on my uniform but I got it out of the wardrobe and gave it
an iron and it was great to see so many of you join in on your own doorstops on Remembrance
Sunday. Thank you to all those who put their pictures onto the 1st Tolworth Facebook Group.
It was lovely to see all your smiley faces.
Unfortunately, due to the current circumstances, we have not been able to send off our lovely
Cubs who are ready to move up to Scouts in the usual way. Every one of them has grown into
curious explorers and it is such a shame that we could not fit one more camp into their Cub
experience. We wish them all the very best for the future, whether they are continuing their
Scouting journey or taking a different path.
This Christmas may be slightly different to the usual one but be sure to check out the activities
included for lots of Christmas fun!
From all the Leaders of 1st Tolworth Cubs we wish you and your families a Merry Christmas
and hopefully we will get to see you all soon in the new year.
Lianne Ford
Cub Scout Leader
Everest Cub Scout Pack
Boys and Girls age 8-101/2
(when open) Wednesdays 18.30 – 20.00
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TROOP
REPORT

Quite a lot to tell you that the Troop has been doing since February. For reasons that will be obvious to you all,
we haven’t had any “normal” Friday meetings since mid March. We have, however, been busy on-line on
Friday nights since Easter.
Lots of things have had to be cancelled, or if we are lucky, postponed, so we didn’t have a County Night Hike
in March, we didn’t have the Orienteering Day on Wimbledon Common nor our pre-Finland Camp in May and
we now have dates for the Saaga Camp in Finland for 2021.
It has all been a little different, that is all.
Challenging, and a chance to learn some new skills and new ways of doing things.
However, I can’t say that I am not missing being down at Sparks Hall on a Friday night and seeing all those
lovely Scouts because I can’t wait until we can be back to normal, even if it is a “New Normal”, as they keep
telling us!
Comings and Goings
We managed to get Milo invested before Lockdown was brought in. We have also had four join us since we
have been unable to meet “face-to-face”. Matas and Jacob have come up from Everest Pack, Alex has joined
us from 6th.Tolworth Pack and Theo has returned to 1st.Tolworth to be a Scout. We are pleased to have them
all with us. Alex and Theo have been invested “On-Line”. Another First!
Unfortunately, we have lost both Alfie and Nathan during the year. I hope that the inability to be together and
meet as we usually do does not mean that we will lose too many more. However, some people will have
reached 14 this year, so may move on for that reason. We shall see…
We still have our Young Leaders with us because some of them have not been able to progress into working
with specific Sections. Again, you know why! They are joining in with the Troop programme on Zoom to
varying degrees. That’s fine. We are glad to see them when they are with us! Eliza has decided to leave us
rather than progress to being a Young Leader. We will miss her.
Briony has hit that important 18th. Birthday during Lockdown, so she counts as a member of the adult
Leadership team now. We will have to have a Leader’s meeting at an appropriate venue so we can celebrate
with her, when we are able!
As I said in the previous edition, Leo completed his Chief Scout’s Gold Award but Ben caught him up in
February. We were intending to present both when I returned after my operation, but circumstances were
against us on that occasion. Presentations will have to wait.
We do have several of the others who are pretty close to completing theirs too and we have done some serious
badge testing on Zoom to make that happen. Perhaps we might have more to celebrate when we are eventually
allowed to be together again?
Livvy, Annouska, Maddy and Federico have all achieved Jack Petchey Awards. Congratulations to them and
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lucky us, because their prizes will pay to up-grade the Climbing Wall equipment so it is safe, legal and up-todate, as well as to purchase Tomahawk equipment that we can use indoors as well as a giant pan with gas
burner for paella, breakfasts and other treats. The whole Group will benefit, not just the Troop.
Wall Climbing Day
This was a fund-raiser for the Finland Expedition.
Phil from 1st.Malden made the Wall Climbing possible, aided by Stuart, Alex and Peter.
We had a Cake Stall and some other stalls master-minded by Helen and made it happen on the day by Federico,
Keira, Marcelina, Annouska and several others.
Thank you to all the Beavers, Cubs and others who came to have a climb on the wall, sell or eat a cake and join
in.
Thank you mostly to Stuart who made the whole event happen. It was a good day! We added £156 to our
Finland fund, even if it is still another year now before we go.
If I missed you out please do not be offended. It was only 10 days after my surgery. I only made it down there
for less than an hour and probably shouldn’t have been there at all!

FRIDAY EVENINGS
Before Lockdown
Peter ran an evening involving some map puzzles. You had to investigate a map using your mapping skills to
answer some questions, the answer to which were right in front of you on the map. Sounds easy. Not quite as
easy as it sounds. The winning team was Tea of Lily which comprised Lily plus Young Leaders and Millie.
Ummmmm… Second, or the winning team in my book, were Swift – Matthew, Keira and Milo. Well done!
There was a Shooting and Computer Games evening. Shooting run by Millie, Peter and John keeping an eye.
Computer Games run by Graham. Good fun all round.
On our last evening just before Lockdown came in, we did Crazy Golf at World of Golf near Shannon Corner.
The joint winners were Ben and Federico with One Below Par. Isn’t that a Birdie or an Eagle, or something?
Leo was three above Par with all the rest of us doing worse than that. Fun evening and good memories. Seems
so long ago.
Since Lockdown
On the premise that just because we are not allowed to meet at Sparks Hall, or anywhere else for that matter,
does not mean that we cease to be Scouts. I sent them all home with Badge Trackers for Skills Challenge and
info about Artist Badge, before we actually went into Lockdown, to keep them all busy.
That’s apart from searching under their beds for their Scout scarves and making sure that their uniforms are up
to date with all the badges sewn on, washed and ironed ready for whenever. I am guessing that many of my
efforts fell on deaf ears! I would love to be proved wrong!
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(continued)
We started on-line Friday meetings on Zoom after Easter and have hardly missed a week since. We even met
through the Summer Holidays!
Scout HQ have been brilliant at sending out stuff to adapt and do On-Line or at home. The Scouting Social
Networks have also been busy with so many people in the Scouting community posting their ideas and
comments.
We’ve done a Scavenger Hunt, talked about how we were maintaining our own good mental health under these
unusual circumstances, learned a bit more about VE Day, done an on-line Hogwart’s Escape Room, even
tackled some IT Badges, played Bingo and done lots of quizzes. We renewed our Promises On-Line on St.
George’s Day.
A few of us joined the special edition Jamboree-on-the-Internet in April. Some of us took part in the Virtual
Walk to the Moon. It is approximately 240,000 miles to the Moon. Scouts have walked the equivalent of
walking to the Moon and back and half-way there again, raising more than £300,000 for Children in Need and
Comic Relief.
Twenty of us slept in tents or a shelter in the garden or a den indoors for an Indoor Troop Camp in April and
thirty of us also did the same on the last night of the month as part of an international event organised initially
by Leicestershire Scouting but eventually involving over 95,000 sleeping out that night from 68 countries
across the world. We created a World Record for a Virtual Camp!
A new venture from HQ has been to bring out The Great Indoors Staged Badge. Quite a few of the things we
have done will count towards this badge. We are gradually adding more activities, moving away from the
computer, then coming back with the results. It is more complicated and stretches the Leadership team as well
as the Scouts. Good for us all! Amelie, Annouska and Federico were the first three to complete the first level.
Strategy On-Line
For the past few years, we have taken a group to Strategy to join in an all-day Incident Hike on the Saturday
plus sports, games, disco, crafts and competitions for the rest of the weekend. Regular readers will recall the
trauma, and Stuart’s heroic efforts to get us to Cirencester last summer, when a RAKAT Minibus failed to even
get us to the Tolworth Roundabout before breaking down!
This year, it was “on-line” so we could all go, without leaving our computers.
No transport troubles this time!
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Troop Camp at Home 11-12 July
Another weekend event, from our own gardens. Scout HQ were doing their “Great Weekender” on the same
weekend. We joined the national Campfire On-Line on Saturday evening. We pitched tents or made dens
indoors or outdoors. We cooked Tin Foil Stew Parcels as well as Chocolate Cakes in Oranges or Bananas in
foil, with chocolate or whatever and had a go at making paracord Key Fobs. On Sunday morning, Briony and
Ali ran a morning Work-Out to wake us up.
On the weekend we started Circus Skills and Naturalist badges. They were practising Cartwheels, Forward
Rolls and Round-ups. They watched some circus videos and drew Clown’s Make-Up. For Naturalist, the
Scouts sat outside watching all the wildlife they could see, then did some research on one species seen. They
also had to research how we can all provide encouragement to wildlife in our own gardens and had to plan
what they would do with their gardens but it all turned into a zoo!!
It has taken a while but so far Marcelina, Amelie, Lily, Livvy, Annouska, Matylda, Federico, Warwick and
Theo completed Naturalist. Federico and Thomas C have completed Circus Skills.
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From July onwards, we have done quite a bit of cooking. We made Hedgehog Cakes (no hedgehogs were
harmed in this activity!!!) We made Armpit Fudge, Mug Cakes and Ice Cream. We did a version of Ready,
Steady, Cook called Displaced Cook-Off where we imagined that we had very few ingredients because of lack
of money, resources, home etc. Most recently, we have created Rock-Sugar Crystal Geodes.
We’ve done more games which you may recognise, or have been adapted for Scout/ Virtual use.
Pictionary, Scout Phrase, Kim’s Game, “Escape to Braggers Wood”, The Cube, Virtual Monopoly Run, Guess
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Who? Taskmaster, Mappleships (like Battleships but using a Map) and one of Stuart’s Murder Mysteries.
We enjoyed a Virtual Sports Day and did Indoor Pioneering with spaghetti and marshmallows. We tried
Knolling to create a picture of what we would take to the beach and tried to create the Solar System using fruit,
or any other spheres we could find at home. We also painted rocks to eventually give to residents of a Nursing
Home. We did some colouring poppies for Remembrance and Halloween whilst creating a Spooky Story and
telling Halloween jokes plus a few other activities that would take a whole page to describe.
There was another JOTI (Jamboree on the Internet) in October. Several of us stood on the doorstep in uniform
on Remembrance Sunday.
Annouska has written “My Quarantine” telling how she felt about enduring Lockdown:
“My quarantine started the same as the people around me as we were just finishing school work for that

term. I started listening to new music and finding new songs or ones I had listened to but forgot about. This,
of course, made my playlist increase. I think it had increased by 15 hours by the time school came around!
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Quarantine at first was relaxing though it was a bit uncertain about what was going to happen in the future. I
still don’t think we have an actual idea of the future of Covid-19 but the idea of another Lockdown like that
worries me as I would rather like to pass my GCSE’s.
In April I went and did the On-Line Jamboree-on-the Internet which was very interesting. I talked to someone
in Greece and they were saying how in their town, though they were in Lockdown, only 6 people had tested
positive and they really wanted to go back to school.
I watched a lot of TV shows as well. I think my favourite was Mrs America as it links to what I do. I RS and
it was a really engaging show. I went on a lot of walks with my Dad all throughout the term and a half I was
doing school On Line. I think we walked the equivalent of to Manchester and back about twice, which I believe
is really impressive. We saw a lot of birds as well such as Kingfishers and Herons and a little nest of chicks
who we saw hatch!

Doing my school work I would FaceTime some of my friends but I talked to one person mainly every day and
I think I had talked to her more in Lockdown than I would have done at school. Overall, my Lockdown was
pretty relaxing and fun and the holidays were just so nice and sunny it really felt like it was the norm.”
I am sure that not everybody enjoyed the strange situation in the same way as Annouska. Was she lucky, or
was she coping because she was getting on with school work as well as exercising every day and some chilling
out too? Any other views out there?
I must commend Stuart, backed up by Alex, for setting up much of the Zoom and running quite a lot of the
activities. Phil from 1st Malden has kindly helped us out on quite a few evenings. Graham and
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John have been there for nearly every meeting as well.
Joining in on Zoom is difficult for some. Others find it difficult to remember every Friday that it IS FRIDAY!
Attendance is definitely more variable than usual. Most Groups are finding the same, I understand, from the
various Scouting Social Media sites. However, the Aussies have found that their Scouts have returned when
they were allowed face-to-face meetings again, so there is hope!
Coming soon … Fire Safety badge
making Christmas Wreaths
a Christmas Quiz
some Christmas Cookery
Virtual Winter Camp in January
Stay safe, keep washing those hands and have a super, if different, Christmas and New Year.
I hope to see you all, other than virtually, early in 2021.

Caroline Marsden
Scout Leader
Scout Troop
Boys and Girls age 10 ½ - 14
(when open) Fridays 19.30 – 21.30

CIRCLE
REPORT
Wishing all members and families a Happy Christmas and a better New Year, AND looking
forward to some normality!
Pat Coxon
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POSTAGE STAMPS
The Charity Dog A.I.D. (Assistance in Disability) is collecting GB, Christmas and International
stamps. They request that they are cut from envelopes leaving about 1cm /1/4” of paper around
each stamp. Thanks for doing this.
Please hold on to them for the time being.
Margaret Warry
Group President

SOME THOUGHTS ON THE LOCKDOWN (24TH MARCH –
16TH JUNE 2020) DURINGTHE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The wonderful work of the NHS doctors and nurses who went above and beyond the call of duty to
treat their patients.
The seven colours of the rainbow symbol for the NHS.
Key workers in schools and care homes.
Delivery drivers and Royal Mail/Parcel Force delivering on-line parcels.
Self isolation.
Living in a surreal world.
Trying to live as if each day was completely normal.
Families being home all day, every day.
Clearing up after three meals a day.
Families and friends kept apart.
Without aircraft flying overhead there were wonderful clear and silent skies.
The dawn chorus sounded louder.
Very few cars on the road.
Nowhere to go with all that lovely sunny weather.
Making a list of the tasks that needed doing in the home and garden. After each completion, knowing
progress had been made.
Medical and dental appointments cancelled.
Having time to read and complete jigsaw puzzles.
The accelerated growth in on-line grocery shopping.
Shopping locally.
Social distancing.
Our Scout Group’s first ever Zoom Group Executive meeting On Line.
Zoom meetings for our Scout Troop.
The National Camp-at-Home weekend for Scouts.
Working from home.
Graham Warnes. Group Exec. member
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